ORDINANCE NO. 2020-1

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF GENEVA, INDIANA
TEMPORARILY AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTERS 52 AND 53 OF THE GENEVA TowN CODE
RECARDING THE COLLECTION OF CHARGES AND PENALTIES FOR LATE PAYMENT THEREOF

OF THE WATERWORKS SYSTEM AND SEWER SYSTEM OF THE TOWN OF GENEVA
DUE TO COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARED
BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF INDIANA

WHEREAS, the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) has rapidly spread worldwide
and is a potentially deadly virus which is transmitted from human to human, and can be
transmitted directly or indirectly by those who are infected and display symptoms such as fever,
cough, acute respiratory distress, pneumonia or various combinations of such symptoms, and is a
virus which can also be transmitted directly or indirectly by those who are infected, but
asymptomatic; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Indiana, in Executive Order 20-02, designated
the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) as the lead state agency to coordinate emergency
response activities among the various state agencies and local governments and further directed
the ISDH to follow U.S. Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and protocols; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the Governor of the State of Indiana issued Executive
Order 20-04 which authorized further actions to protect the health, safety and welfare of all
Indiana residents, including activating the Indiana Emergency Operations Center to its highest
status, activating the Indiana National Guard, and encouraging all residents of Indiana to adhere
to the advice of the CDC, ISDH, Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) and other
health care and emergency officials, restricting governmental meetings as well as business
operations, both public and private; and

- WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, the Governor of the State of Indiana issued Executive
Order 20-05 which further supplements Executive Order 20-02, which Executive Order 20-05
states, in part, that providers of gas and electric utilities, broadband, telecommunication, water
and wastewater services are prohibited from discontinuing service to any customer in the state as
these services are essential to Hoosiers and Hoosier businesses particularly during this state of
public health emergency; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Indiana has further issued Executive Orders
20-06 through 20-25 which further supplement Executive Order 20-02, and which additional and
supplemental Executive Orders have further limited and directed the activities of individuals,
businesses, school systems, municipalities and other entities during the declared Public Health
Disaster Emergency; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Common Council of the Town of Geneva to honor the
tenor of the Governor's Executive Order 20-05 restricting discontinuance of water and



wastewater services by additionally not assessing penalties for non-payment or less than full
payment of such utility charges assessed during the Public Health Disaster Emergency;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF GENEVA, INDIANA:

That no fines and/or penalties as set forth in §52.10(D) and (F) of the Water Ordinance or
§53.21(D) and (F) of the Sewer Ordinance, as codified in the Geneva Town Code, shall be
charged or otherwise enforced for charges retroactively incurred from March 1, 2020, until the
date upon which the Governor of the State of Indiana lifts the restriction set forth in Executive
Order 20-05 prohibiting public utilities from discontinuing service to customers in the state due
to such services being considered as essential services.

Duly passed, adopted and resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Geneva,
State of Indiana, on May 12, 2020.
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