ORDINANCE NO. 2021-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTES 93
OF THE TOWN OF GENEVA CODE OF ORDINANCES

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Geneva has adopted the Town of Geneva
Code of Ordinances which includes ordinances that restricts and governs acts which may be

considered as nuisances in the Town; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2019-12 was passed in order to set forth, in a more uniform

manner, restrictions and procedures dealing with common nuisances in the Town of Geneva; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Geneva now believes that it would be
beneficial to the Town and to its citizens for the procedure for the abatement of said public
nuisances to be amended, specifically in §93.1.6, and that said amendment be codified in the Town

of Geneva Code of Ordinances;

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF
GENEVA, INDIANA THAT:

SECTION L. §93.1.6 of the Town of Geneva Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended to
read as follows:

§ 93.1.6 Abatement of Public Nuisances.

(a) Inspection of premises. Whenever a written complaint is made to the Clerk-Treasurer or
the Clerk-Treasurer’s designee that a public nuisance exists or has existed within the
Town, the Clerk-Treasurer, Town Marshal, and President of the Board of Trustees, as
inspection officers, shall promptly inspect or cause to be inspected the premises and shall
make a written report of their findings to the Clerk-Treasurer or the Clerk-Treasurer’s
designee. Whenever practicable, the inspection officers shall cause photographs to be
made of the premises and shall file the same in the office of the Town Clerk-Treasurer.

(b) Summary abatement.

(1) Notice to owner. Ifthe inspection officers shall determine that a public nuisance exists
on private property and that there is a great and immediate danger to the public health,
safety, peace, morals or decency, the Clerk-Treasurer shall direct the Town Marshal,
or a Deputy Town Marshal, to serve a notice on the owner, or, if the owner cannot be
found, on the occupant or person causing, permitting or maintaining such nuisance
and to post a copy of the notice on the premises. If the inspection officers shall
determine that a public nuisance exists on private property and that there is not a great
and immediate danger to the public health, safety, peace, morals or decency, then such



notice may be served the owner or the occupant or person causing, permitting or
maintaining such nuisance by certified mail, return receipt requested or by posting a
copy of the notice on the premises. Such notice shall direct the owner, occupant Or
person causing, permitting or maintaining such nuisance to abate or remove such
nuisance within 48 hours and shall state that unless such nuisance is so abated, the
Town will cause the same to be abated and will charge the cost thereof to the owner,
occupant or person causing, permitting or maintaining the same, as the case may be.

(2) Abatement by Town. If the nuisance is not abated within the time provided or if the
owner, occupant or person causing the nuisance cannot be found, the Clerk-Treasurer,
Town Marshal, and President of the Board of Trustees shall have the authority to cause
the abatement or removal of such public nuisance.

(c) Abatement by court action. If the inspecting officers shall determine that a public
nuisance exists on private premises but that the nature of such nuisance is not such as to
threaten great and immediate danger to the public health, safety, peace, morals or decency,
they shall file a written report of their findings with the Clerk-Treasurer, who shall cause
an action to abate such nuisance to be commenced in the name of the Town. The Town
Attorney may initiate an action to abate or enjoin such nuisances.

SECTIONII, This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage
and approval by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Geneva and due publication thereof.

Duly passed, adopted and resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Geneva, State
of Indiana, on May 11,2021.
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